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basin or font for holding holy water or oil or for some
similar religious or ceremonial purpose.
Separated by nearly a mile from the other ruins
is the Tunca-Puncu or Place of Ten Doors* the
largest, most impressive and most remarkable re-
mains of all. At first sight these ruins appear to oc-
eupjr the summit of an artificial mound about fifty
feet in height and two hundred feet square. But in
reality the "mound" consists of the ruined masonry
and foundation-stones of the enormous building
which have fallen in and have been partly covered
with debris and drifted sand. Possibly the base of
the structure was formed of stone slabs and blocks
filled in with earth, but excavations show the tooled
and cut stones extending far below the summit of the
present low hill. Formerly Tunca-Puncu was known
as the Palace of the Incas, but it antedates the first
Inca by many centuries, and its true purpose can
only be surmised. Perhaps it was a regal court; it
may have been a sort of forum, a tribunal of justice
or even a temple. To-day it is such a complete ruin
that it is practically impossible even to determine its
original form. Its most salient and striking features
are its stupendous slabs of stone, its innumerable,
magnificently sculptured cornices, columns and
blocks, and its gigantic stone steps. Only those por-
tions too massive for transportation remain. Many
of these are of incredible size, the largest single block
measuring thirty-six by seven feet and weighing from
one hundred and seventy-five to two hundred tons,,
while slabs weighing forty or fifty tons each are
everywhere.
Bordering the edges of some of these largest slabs